Value of culdocentesis in the diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy.
The diagnostic value of culdocentesis was examined in all patients admitted with hemoperitoneum during a three-year period. There was a total of 158 women with positive culdocentesis, of whom 132 (83.5%) had tubal ectopic pregnancies and 26 had other diagnoses. Of the 132 patients with ectopic gestations, the majority (62%) had unruptured tubes. A nondiagnostic culdocentesis should not be used either to raise or to lower the clinician's suspicion of ectopic pregnancy as 16% of patients with an ectopic pregnancy had a nondiagnostic culdocentesis, of which one-quarter were ruptured and three-quarters had hemoperitoneum diagnosed at the time of surgery. A positive culdocentesis along with a positive serum human chorionic assay was associated with an ectopic pregnancy in 99.2% of cases. This procedure should not be limited to the evaluation of patients with classic peritoneal signs, as 45% of the authors' patients with a positive culdocentesis did not have such findings.